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INTRODUCTION

MATERrALs AND METHoDs
After Sasa (1956) and Tamiya (1962) , Loptotrombidium scutellare has been noted as a tsutsugamushi disease vector, especially in the Kanto Region (southeastern part of central Japan), Chukyo Region (southwestern part of central Japan) and Kyushu Region (southern Japan). Recently, Takada (1990 , 1995 , Takada et aL (1999) , and Fujita and Takada (in preparation for submission) indicated that the species is widely distributed up to the central part of the Tohoku Region (northern Japan). However, there 
